&dquo;Government committees are not good for anything but offering criticism.&dquo; This statement, which was included in a 1982 letter to Jim Enfante and attached as an appendix to the Lax report, is a typical Sid Fernbach remark. Sid, who was on the Advisory Board for our journal, died in February, and I miss him. He had a way of always cutting to the chase, leaving no room for a more favorable interpretation of his thoughts than he intended. He was not one to compromise, if compromise meant falling short of his goals, and he pushed government, industry, and university committees to &dquo;do the right thing&dquo; in spite of themselves. He was a champion of the U.S. supercomputing industry, and his direct methods for molding it were often heard as abrasive diatribes. And yet, his impact was enormous, his intentions always on target, and his commentary was either deserved or intended to spark debate in the community and to challenge all of us to push harder and to share his determination.
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Many commentaries have been written in recent months that cover effectively Sid's accomplishments at the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, his coordination for a number of years of the IEEE Scientific Supercomputing Subcommittee, and his participation on editorial boards of journals and steering committees of major conferences. These commentaries have surveyed accurately Sid's accomplishments and awards, but have missed a basic component of his na-ture and his value to the community. Beyond all of his achievements, what I remember most about Sid is that he challenged so many individuals to think, dream, create, and push forward. Good enough was not sufficient.
All of us, in Sid's eyes, could and should do more. The field of supercomputing is richer because of the individuals Sid touched during the course of his career. Many of them will continue to drive the industry and the research community.
During a shared taxi ride last fall, Sid expressed to me his concern that research and development were moving too slowly, that there was still insufficient attention being paid to software development, especially for the newly emerging highly parallel systems. He was disturbed that he had too little time to continue to push, and he wasn't certain who would assume the responsibility. I think even he misunderstood his legacy to supercomputing. Having touched so many people along the way, Sid's influence will continue to be felt for a long time to come. I am grateful to him for the time and energy he devoted to IJSA and to the IEEE/ACM Supercomputing Conference series. I am also grateful for the opportunities that he opened to me, personally. For a number of people, he cared enough to help; his help made a difference.
The Interwtiortaljournal of Supercomputer Applications salutes Sid Fernbach and recognizes his devotion to and inspiration of the field of supercomputing.
